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- he recent tsunami
destroyed water infra-
fears of deadly repercus-
sions as sewage and
corpses are contaminat
‘ing water supplies. The fear is that
disease-causing mictobes (pathogens)
will proliferate and humans exposed to
these water sources will become-ill.
Canada’s initial response to the-disas-
ter was to send one million chlorine
tablets and buckets to the affected
area. That is, fill bucker with water,
add the chlorine tablet and wait until,
hopefully, most of the bugs are dead.
This will help overconve the immedi-
ate disaster phase, butsimply
chlorinating tainted water will NOT
make it safeto drink:

Unfoﬂunatei; this same approach is
used widely in aboriginal communities
in Canada to treat tainted water
sources niot in an emergency phase;
but routinely. We add chlorine to mar:
ginally treated water. The chlorine:
will remove the colourof the water
‘and it will kill some bacteria and
viruses, but many survive, and most
‘protozoan parasites survive. Thisis
especially so when there are a lot of
particles in the water: The amountof
particles can be determined by how
"turbid” (form of measurement) the
water is. Many native communities
with conventional treatment cannot
consistently meet such turbidity guide-
lines and wx{h high turbidiey water the
reduced as pathogens "hide" among
‘other particles.

T'was relieved to see an additional
response from the Canadian govern-
ment afew days after the pill and
bucket approach was announced by
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sending Canada Disaster Assistance
Response Team (EART) to the affect-
ed areas with a primary

supplying safe drinkine wi

According to DART "it is mderstosd
that the biggest problem is the avail-
ability of clean water. The DART
team brought with them four reverse-
osmosis (RO) water purification units.
According to the Globe and Mail the.
RO umits "are designed to suck up
theusands of litres of water from an
external source and filter out all the
grime and microbes that wreak havoc
with local warer supplies. Canadian
Forces members say that the RO units
can make: sewage water as pure and
drinkable s tap water. The efficiency
of the RO units depend on the condi-
tion of the water — the dirtier the
water, the longer it takes to clean”.
AnRO membranﬁ unit will mdﬁeﬂ
remove all microbes including proto-
ZOAN Parasites, bacteria and viruses and

is the most eﬁectme way of makmg
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Groundwater bet project was started.
A treatment process was developed
based on "friendly bacteria” cleaning
up the water before the RO mem-
branes. Thisisa tru
biological and membra
process where few chemicals are uaed,
the warer is rapidly treated and within.

aboriginaltimes

half an hour the entire process is cor
plete Gorden: an& Pasqm Fnst

tﬁé;mhent sy stem. Campared mrh ti'
Yellow Quill Bottling Plant, where
they used just ahmuz evergcancewa‘:

: (,.onlg« safe, it meets
C‘anad;an, U.S. and European guide:
lines and in addition the water is
healthy as it filters through a bed of
caicmm and magnesiur.

Maybe the sunami disaster will do
what Walkerton and North Bartlefo
never managed to &Q generate a red
istic debate on drinking water qualit
in aboriginal and rural communities
across Canada. If Walkerton and
North Battleford were wakeup calls,
the federal governmernit must pride
itself on hitting the snooze button.

Wiﬂ the tsunaml ﬁtsaster, mstead of
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